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Dear parents/carers,

This week the children are in full swing preparing for our Christmas Nativity performance in class 1
and 2 and the children across years 3 to 6 have been practicing their singing and organising their
parts for our Christingle Service towards the end of term. We have enjoyed hearing about the
‘naughty elves” who have arrived in some homes and the things that they have been up to whilst the
children have been sleeping! Our Christmas post box has been placed in the front lobby and children
are welcome to post their cards for friends in the letter box which will be delivered by the school

council in the afternoons.
links and relevant information she shared in the meeting — this will be

K"\-\.
emailed out to all parents of children in Key Stage 2. The link to the
government website about the expectations for the multiplication check, which takes place inJune is
below:

Multiplication Parents Information Session
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A huge thank you to those parents who came along for our information
session on our year 4 multiplication check. For those parents who were
unable to come along, Mrs Hopkins has prepared a handout with useful
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Multiplication tables check: information for parents - GOV.UK

Multiplication tables check: information for parents - GOV.UK

: Christmas Card Competition
b DISIEN A CHRISTYAS
(ARD MDD 4

I have spoken to the children this week about our Christmas card competition.
We would like to invite all our children to take part. The winners from each class
- will win a small prize as well as having their design printed onto a card to be
QQ‘ delivered to our neighbours in our local community. Please can we ask that
designs are completed on AS paper (half of A4) with your child’s name and class written on the back
and returned to school no later than TUESDAY 10™ DECEMBER. Winners will be announced in our
Celebration assembly on Friday 13™ December at the Gospel Hall. All entries can be given to class
teachers.

Lunch Bunch Visit

On Wednesday 11" December, the School council group and | will be visiting Lovacott Village Hall to
meet the local residents that come together to share a delicious cooked lunch and have a catch up.
To bring some festive cheer, the children will be singing some Christmas songs and spending some
time talking with the group about what Christmas means to them.



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multiplication-tables-check-information-for-parents

Nativity — Evening performance arrangements

Arrangements for drop off and pick up for our Nativity performance next week are as
follows:

Monday (Dress Rehearsals):
MNursery, Class 1, and Class 2 children should be dropped off at school as usual at 8:50am,
wearing their school uniform. Please send their costumes in a named bag - this will stay in
school until Tuesday.

® Tuesday (Performance Day):

o Please bring all Nursery, Class 1, and Class 2 children to the Village Hall at 8:50am,
wearing their school uniform. Children will bring their costumes home at 3:30pm
and should be collected from school at that time.

In the evening, children should wear their costumes and return to the Village Hall at
4:45pm ready for the performance. Family members can take their seats at this time.

If you have any questions or need assistance with costumes, please speak to your child’s class
teacher.

We're looking forward to seeing you all next week!

Hamper Donations

A huge thank you to our parents and wider community for their generous gifts

for our family group Christmas hampers. Our staffroom is stacked with several

boxes of food, toiletries and other Christmas goodies that have already been

delivered to the school. Please can we ask that all donations are sent to school

by the end of the day next Friday 13" December. This will allow time for the

hampers to be prepared and ready for the draw to take place on Wednesday
18™ at our Christingle Service in the Gospel Hall. For every item your child brings in, they will have
their name entered into the draw to win the child's Christmas Hamper, kindly put together by our
FRIENDS of HNT.

Creative Christmas Clay

Over the past few weeks, the children have been working alongside Mrs
Woollacott to create some beautiful clay Christmas decorations to take home
for Christmas. The children’s fantastic masterpieces will be on sale for
parents to purchase via a ParentPay link from today until Friday 13*
December at a cost of £2.00 per child. All proceeds will go towards a theatre
performance in school during the spring term for all the children to enjoy.

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend,

Mrs Cook




Attendance: Every Day Counts

Our aim is for all children to have attendance of at least 96%
Our attendance this week is 92.1 %
Our attendance this school year is 95%

This week, 82 children have 100% attendance

Why is attendance so important?
According to the Department for Education’s data:

Pupils who attend school Pupils who consistently attend
regularly are more likely to Pupils with good school are more likely to pursue
develop positive attendance records are higher education and ultimately
relationships with peers and more likely to achieve secure better employment

teachers, enhancing their better grades. opportunities.
overall emotional resilience

and mental health.

Higher attendance rates lead to
Regular school improved academic performance,
Pupils who are chronically attendance fosters a as pupils have more opportunities
absent are more likely to sense of belonging and to learn, join discussions and
feel isolated and disengaged connection within the receive feedback from teachers
as well as being at higher school community.
risk of not continuing their
education after secondary
school.

HNTPS - Attendance Ladder

© OUTSTANDING

School days missed
in an academic year

O
® IMPROVEMENT
(equivalient 1o % day cach week) NEEDED

School days missed

in an academic year

& CONCERNED

Reporting Absence: If your child is unwell, please phone or email the school before 9.15am to report your
child’s absence. We kindly request that you contact us on each morning of the absence. Tel: 01271
858373/admin@hnps.org




Come and join us at our Celebration Assemblies, every Friday morning at 9:00am

in Lovacott Gospel Hall, opposite the school. Everyone is welcome!

Year 5 London Trip payment instalments have been set up on Parentpay. Please
log into your account to see the payment plan.

Please note, class teachers are not available in the mornings as they are busy
preparing for the day ahead. If you would like to arrange a meeting with a
teacher, please contact the School Office via email admin@hntps.org or
telephone 01271 858373. Thank you for your understanding.

Reception and Year 6 parents/carers have received an email about the National
Child Measurement Programme taking place in the Spring Term. The letter
includes an OPT OUT link - all opt outs need to be received by Friday 20th
December.

Please note that starting after the half-term holidays, if your child experiences a
bump or medical incident during the day, we will log the details on our new
online platform, MEDICAL TRACKER. You will be notified via email through the
Medical Tracker system.

Please ensure that children remove earrings and other jewellery for PE and have
their long hair tied back for safety reasons.

10% Discount Code for school uniform
from MyClothing

Here’s a 10% discount code for parents to save money on uniform from
MyClothing.

Code = UNIFORM10
Expires 20/12/2024

https://myclothing.com/collections/horwood-and-newton-tracey-community-
primary-school-23238/



https://myclothing.com/collections/horwood-and-newton-tracey-community-primary-school-23238/
https://myclothing.com/collections/horwood-and-newton-tracey-community-primary-school-23238/

Please note our autumn term afterschool clubs have now finished.

* 9.30am Nativity Performance (Foundation Stage Class and Class
2)

* 5.00pm Nativity Performance (Village Hall) (Foundation Stage
Class and Class 2)

* Year 5: Forest School (please ensure kit is in school)

* Class 3: PE (please come to school wearing kit)
* Lunch Bunch: School Council reps at Village Hall 1.30pm -2.30pm

* Nursery: Forest School (AM)

* Reception: Forest School (PM)

* Class 2: PE (please come to school wearing PE kit)
* Class 4: Year 6 - Swimming (please bring kit)

* (Celebration Assembly at 9:00am in Lovacott Gospel Hall -
parents and carers welcome to join us

* Class 1: PE (please ensure PE kit is in school every day)

* Singing lessons with Rhiannon Wright (private music lesson for
those parents that have signed up)

* Last date for Hamper prize draw donations

Celebration Assemblies on Fridays

If you are attending our Celebration Assemblies, please ensure that any
photographs you take are only of your own child or children and are not shared on
the internet or social media platforms. Thank you.



Advance Dates for your Diary

« Hamper prize draw
Wednesday 18th December « Christingle Service (Classes 3 and 4) at
2.45pm

» Wear a Christmas jumper to school day!

o Christmas lunch (Classes 1-4 - we will assume
your child is having a school dinner unless you
inform us otherwise).

Thursday 19th December

o Christmas Party Lunch (Classes 1-4 - we will
assume your child is having a school dinner
Friday 20th December unless you inform us otherwise).
« Father Christmas will be visiting school r ‘{

School Term Dates 2024/2025 - Autumn Term

Last day of school: Friday 20th December 2024

Christmas holiday: Monday 23rd December 2024 to Friday 3rd January 2025
Inset Day: Monday 6th January 2025 - NO SCHOOL

School Term Dates 2024/2025 - Spring Term
First day of school: Tuesday 7th January 2025
Half-term holiday: Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February 2025
Last day of school: Friday 4th April 2025

Easter holiday: 7th April to 21st April 2025

First day of school: Tuesday 22nd April 2025

b .

x




(Nursery & Class 1)

This week Class 1 have been busy
rehearsing their nativity. But they have
still had fun playing together.

/ Class 3 \

This week the children in Class 3 have
been exploring how to dress up a
sentence by adding a range of grammar
devices and punctuation to improve their
sentences and help to paint a picture in
their readers’ head. We have also
continued with equivalent fractions and
addition with exchange in maths,
exploring ways to solve problems using
the strategies we have been practicing.
Fantastic learning this week Class 3, keep
itup!

/ Class 2 \

Following lots of hard work completing
assessments (and a bit of porridge
tasting!) last week, Class 2 have enjoyed
working with Class 1 in preparation for
the Christmas Nativity as the term
begins to draw towards a conclusion.
Lines have been learnt, songs have
been sung and the children are ready to
dazzle and delight audiences next week.

/ Class \

This week Class 4 have been using and
applying all our recent grammar work in our
expedition stories. We have fully immersed

ourselves in the world of Antarctica and
used our knowledge from our history
sessions to really think about what this
journey would have been like. We have
created some exciting and interesting
stories which we are very proud of.

‘On May 12th 1914, a
sturdy ship called
Midnight set out for

‘It was night]me and
a cold, frosty, eerie




Well Done Archie!

Last weekend,
Archie won
2 tennis
matches!! There
is no stopping
this young
sportsman. He’s
only 5 and
playing older
boys.
Well done
Archie!

Well Done Ayden!

Ayden came 2nd
in the first round
of the schools
trampolining
championship.
He goes onto the
next round now
and we wish him
the best of luck.

Road Safety In Our Village

We would like to take this opportunity to remind parents of the importance
of respecting our village parking facilities, grass verges, and the
surrounding environment. The village looks especially beautiful when the
spring bulbs are in bloom, and it is essential to protect the verges around
the car park and along the roadside to ensure these flowers thrive. Please
also ensure that children do not play on these grass verges.

We kindly encourage all parents and carers to park inside the Village Hall
car park rather than along the main road or near the school. This helps keep
our roads safe and clear of traffic, allowing families to walk to and from
school safely.

F oN THE SHELF

We have a magical
‘school’ EIf on the Shelf.
Please can we kindly
request that all of the
mischievous 'home’
elves that have been
making their way into
school, remain at home.

Thank you for your
understanding.

T

A
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N

PLEASE PARK SAFELY
IN THE 'VII’;.].AG_E HALL
DURING DROP OFF

AN?LLE‘ON




'):r The Dogs' Trust Visit for q):r

\9 Classes 2, 3 and 4 \9
DogsTrust  Friday 29th November 2024  DogsIrust

Here is a summary of the ABCs and why they are important!

» Affection — Show dogs affection in ways that they understand.

s Busy - When dogs are busy, we give them space.

¢ Choice — At all times we should give our dogs choice.

» Signals — Recognise how dogs communicate using signals.

he lady was really nice!’ Jude

‘I liked
everything’.
S I
El'; @0 HEA L uTA R

Showing l|:|w to dogs
and humans

‘I liked it when she used the
\ slides to help us’. Joe

.......

‘] liked everything
because it was really
fun’. Elise

liked the part wher
taught you how to look
after dogs’. Curtis

‘] liked that she was joyful and
helped us’. Seraphine




Class 1

Class 2

Class 3

Class 4

RNER OF T
Q \ﬁ% HE
%é< THIS AWARD IS PRESENTED TO W%;

Ayda for careful observation in maths game
Hugo for staying focused this week
Willow for making fantastic connections with her mixed fraction learning

Alfie for working well al week, well done!

Ar . %}QN\NG Vﬁ% PR

THIS AWARD IS PRESENTED TO

MAKlNG L.INKS MAKING L.INKS

Class 1 Rocco for super cooperative play in construction
Class 2 Alasdair for showing great teamwork across your learning

Hattie for carefully considering the thoughts and feelings of
others

Thomas B for showing great teamwork in your maths

r&@wm@%

Awarded to

Alexander for trying really hard with his listening and sitting during
circle time




ch menu: W/C Monday 9th December 2024

Our meal price is £2.55 per day for Class 3 and 4 children. Classes 1 and 2 children qualify

for Universal Free School Meal funding.
Jacket Potatoes with a choice of toppings are available every day.

Fresh fruit, salad & wholemeal bread are available daily. Gentle reminder: we are a nut free

school.

Menu - Week 2

Cod Fillets or Chilli Beef Fajita Cheese & Dog/H
Salmon Tomato Pizza Roast Chicken e Roll am
Fishcakes Baguette
Veggie i
ﬁng:g;gpﬁled Oujzrgkeefglolltu:::led Cheese or Tuna Quom Chicken Cheese, Ham or
\acket Wrap/Filled Fillet/Filled Tuna Roll/Filled
Potatoes lacket Potato Jacket Potato Jacket Potato
- Garlic -
Chips/Pasta/ Potato Roast Garlic
Baked Beans/ Bread/Vbesd vag Wedges/ Potatoes/Veg & Potatoes/Fruit &
Sweetcom Coleslaw Gravy Salad Selection
Scofch Pancakes & .
ELEET @ Sprinkle Cakey/Fruit Strawberry Gingercake loe Cream & Chocolate
Bowl/Yoghurt Bﬁ:ﬂ‘?’;ol; rr';ll:trt Cust::::'Fruit Peaches/Fruit Cracknell/Fruit
Bowl/Yoghurt Bowl/Yoghurt Bowl/Yoghurt

Our Reading Baskets this week.....

have been awarded to:

Class 1 & 2: Curtis
Class 3 & 4: Isabelle F

Children who are awarded the reading basket will have the opportunity to
take the basket home for the weekend and enjoy the range of lovely books,
snuggly blanket, hot chocolate and marshmallows with their family. We ask
that the reading basket is returned to school on Tuesday so we can prepare

the basket for the following weekend. The draw for the winners will take
place each week in our celebration assembly which we invite our parents to

join us for in Lovacott Gospel Hall at 9:00am.

W




FRIENDS OF HNTPS

%ot G

TFriends nf"H‘.'h"FPS
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Family Group Christmas Hampers have begun!!

DART - RED
TAW - GREEN
YEO - PURPLE

We ask children to make a small prize donation in the
colour allocated to their family group - e.g. food,
drink, toiletries, Christrmas items etc.

For each donation children will receive a raffle ticket
to be in with a chance of winning their own mini
hamper! Last date for donations will be
Friday 13th December

Raffle ticket books are being sent out in bookbags

this week. Please return any ticket stubs & money to t
Class Teachers in the mornings.

 ° There is no obligation to purchase, therefore please
return any unsold tickets to school as above.
Please return all tickets by
é Friday 13th December. ’
E, Tickets will also be on sale at drop off & pick up } u
times at school by FRIENDS volunteers from Monday

2nd December - payment by card will also be
available for purchases over E5.

The Raffle Draw will take place on
Wednesday 18th December




Team Multi-Academy Trust Vacancies

i
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Part of TEAM MULTI-ACADEMY TRUST

SUUUL

APPLY NOW DIRECT WITH myi!-;!:!:term

For more information and how to apply directly with My New Term please visit our website

https://www.teamacademytrust.com/vacancies or https://mynewterm.com

Was your child born between

1st September 2020 and
31st August 20217

How to Apply for a Primary
School Place in Devon

You can apply online at
www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline
from 15th November 2024 to the 15th January 2025

If you cannot access the school
admissions website you can get
maore information by calling our
Education Helpline on

03451551019

or email: admissions@devon.gov.uk

Even if you have already given details
to a primary school, you must apply
for a place through the Admissions

Team. This is the only way to apply;
other forms or lists held by schools Devo n
will not count. County Council



https://www.teamacademytrust.com/vacancies
https://mynewterm.com/

FRI 13 DECEMBER 7.00PM and fastive vibas!

Lovggort iy Lears

THE FIRST MONDAY OF EVERY MONTH
from 2pm - 3pm in Lovacatt Village Hall

e
MONDAY
i I

iOVEMBER

: _The " There are also some books in Horwmd and New’on Tracey (hurglgs,_
whith will be rotated reqularly. Both chilirchés are open daily.

Parent / Carer Newsletter - December 2024

are for parent information only.

Exciting festive events at Bamstaple Pannier Market!

Academy Choir and the newly fermed TRY Toerridge Chair.
Kigs Silent Disco: Friday, 20 December at 6pm — A fun-filled event where children can dance to their heart's content with music, laughter,

THEWOODCOTT PLAYERS
proudly announce their 2025 Panto...

Jay the Jiant

There will be three performances:
Saturday 22 March 2025 - afternoon and evening
Sunday 23 March 2025 - afternoon only
First read-through is on October 25 in The Hunters Inn, thereafter every Friday
in Movember in the Village Hall from 7.30 to 9.00, before breaking for Christmas.
We start up again an January 17, and will then meet every week through to the
wieek of our perfarmandes.

We're always on the lookout for new people to join us, particulary children,
o if you, and/or your children, would like to get involved
please contact Pat Ford on 07452 833222

Each month we will share with you information, advice and top tips on a number of themes, as

well as fun things that you and your family can do in and around Devon, and much more!

Devon Family Hub Newsletter link - click here

Alverdiscott Community Hall and Friends of All Saints Church

Christmas
~QuUlZ.

3

Saturday 7th December

Zpm for 7:30pm

Teams of up fo 6 peorle - £5 per head
[ncludes refreshments, with licensed bar

Community Information

Any articles which appear in the school newsletter, that have not been
organised by or on behalf of the school, have not been verified by TEAM
Multi-Academy Trust as to the suitability for children. The news items

Flourishing Barnstaple is delighted to bring festive cheer io the community with an incredible line-up of entertainment at the Bamstaple Pannier
Market fram Tuesday. 10 December to Saturday, 21 Decamber. Here are two special events we think you'll love:

Teachers Reck Choir: Friday, 13 December at 7pm - Be inspired by a fantastic choir perfermance from Teachers Rock, joined by their

Wil crins
UnTimited

>

PRYMARY

EDUCATION

HEAD TO OUR

Book vour place with Liz White 01271 858441 or bulworthv@aol.com

WEBSITE FOR MORE
INFORMATION AND
TO BOOK!

1 the children's Rbrary for th

TORRINGTON LIBRARY

CHRISTMAS EVENTS AND NEWS

(i) 07531530131

@  www.primary-sports.co.uk

ese lovely activities and events.



https://sway.cloud.microsoft/oTRLto8nRODs6WJz?ref=Link
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TASTER SESSION

FPARK COMMUNITY SCREOL
Ex3z sax

WEDNESDAYS
8 JANUARY - 5 FEBRUARY 2025
& 5 MARCH - 2 APRIL 2025

THN - BDE W

Mondays Spm-Tpm

DEVON
e GIRLS HUB
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more info of sporkul.couk
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Year’s 6+7 Girls Ruaby

Barnstaple Rughy Cluh
Friday’'s @6:30pm

LA I S
-. ' _‘ S Rugby is a game for all shapes, sizes and abilities

e .
##  Christmas

Trust
at Arlington Court

Opening times:

We arn s sew, frsendly asd walcoming girls toam.

fora ca play withs s even i you curranthy play for ancther team or chab

Open Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays, 10am-
4pm, from 16 November until 15 December.

infobarsstaplerughysgmail.com for mors information.

fo
"l ¥
- " ¢ just turn up on Triday wsd play? &

Experience Christmas at Arlington as never before. The house will be
dressed to impress with each room themed on a Victorian Christmas
carol, from ships sailing down the dining room table 1o sheep taking
over the drawing room, an exciting display awaits in cvery room.

Evening openings

Thursday 5, 12 & 19 December, 10am- 7pm

BABY AND TODDLER STAY & PLAY

Held every Friday during term fime at Little Learners, Newton Cross.

9.30am - 11.00am

These are free sessions giving children a chance to meet new friends and for parents teo catch up.
Contact Lynda on 01271 858881 for mere information

[

>
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WOMEN'S

DEOP IN

Children welcome

Wn avrlrn'rl'_(;l the ‘-\‘1 n
voices “Ja" ﬂg]‘.f “d

Lf “'EﬂfJ fl&fw”ﬂ* t-
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An opportunity for women to access some iuppnrr and m1|u= referrals to ather
SErvices

Every other Wednesday 12-2pm
starting 18th September
Yeo Valley Hub (access via Sunflower Road)

Contact Brave Spaces: 01271 371499 or
bravespacesnd@encompass-sw.org.uk

BES00415483 Tor more infe or follow QR coded

STARTING
SEPTEMBER 25

Free
Cricket
Sessions

OPEN TO BOYS
AND GIRLS

AGES 8-16 OF
ALL ABILITIES

Pilton Community
College, Barnstaple
EX311RB

Wednesdays 4:30-5:30pm

COME ALONG TO YOUR
LOCAL WICKETZ HUB FOR
FUN CRICKET GAMES,
ACTIVITIES AND COACHING!
CONTACT

Damian Price
damian.price@devoncricket.co.uk

www. devonoricket.co.uk/wicketz



